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19 Wordsworth Avenue

London E12 6SU
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 THE WORDSWORTH HEALTH CENTRE  PATIENT GROUP CONSTITUTION 
NAME: The name of the group shall be THE WORDSWORTH  HEALTH CENTRE PATIENT GROUP (The Group). 

OBJECTIVES: The object for which The Group is established is to promote health by fostering the highest possible standard of primary care through the medium of patient participation. 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES STATEMENT: The aim of the group is to ensure no patient , member of the Patient Participation Group or Staff member is discriminated against either directly or indirectly on the grounds of race, colour, ethnic or national origin, religious belief, sex marital status, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, age or disability.
AIMS: 
1 COMMUNICATION: Members of The Group should act as a communication channel between the Practice and the community in order to help patients use facilities to the best advantage and the Practice to implement policies influenced by representative patient views. 

2   PATIENT CHARTER :  The Group may from time to time conduct surveys on behalf of the practice in order to develop and monitor the Wordsworth Health Centre

3   HEALTH EDUCATION: The Group should advise the Practice of health education needs in the community in order for the Practice to provide appropriate and useful community health education meetings. 

4 PRIMARY CARE ORGANISATION: The Group will be informed of the general practice policies relating to the PCO to which the Practice belongs. The Group will express opinions on these policies on behalf of the patients. The Practice will give appropriate consideration to these opinions within their PCO 
5 FUND RAISING: The Group has the option to act as a focus for fund raising activities. 
MEMBERSHIP: Membership shall be open and free to all patients and staff of the Practice. 

COMMITTEE & OFFICERS: The Committee shall consist of four Officers - a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer (if appointed) plus up to 6 other Group members nominated and elected annually. The Practice will be represented by; depending upon availability, a senior administrator and other staff as nominated by the Practice. Practice members are not eligible to vote. The Committee shall be empowered to manage the affairs of the Group and to take any action on its behalf to further the aims of the Group. At the meetings of the Committee, four members shall constitute a quorum. The Committee may fill any casual vacancy occurring among its number. The Committee may co-opt up to two people for specific purposes of the Committee or any sub-group. Co-opted members are not eligible to vote. 
MEETINGS: The Committee shall endeavour to meet not less than four times in any period. Extraordinary meetings can be called by the Chair or Practice Manager when circumstances necessitate the scheduling of such meetings,
FINANCE: In the event that the Group raises funds, all such funds collected by the Group shall be handed to the Treasurer who shall pay the same into an account in the name of the Group at such bank or building society as Committee may from time to time decide and to take any action on its behalf to further the aims of the Group. At the meetings of the Committee, four members plus one officer shall constitute a quorum. The Committee may fill any casual vacancy occurring among its number. The Committee may co-opt up to two people for specific purposes of the Committee or any sub-group. Co-opted members are not eligible to vote. 
FINANCE: In the event that the Group raises funds, all such funds collected by the Group shall be handed to the Treasurer who shall pay the same into an account in the name of the Group at such bank or building society as Committee may from time to time decide. 

ELECTION & RETIREMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS: All Officers and Committee may offer themselves annually for re-election. If more than one nomination is received for an Officer position then a vote must take place. In the event of a tie the Chairman has the casting vote. 

NOTICE & APPLICATION OF CONSTITUTION Any member of the Group shall upon request be supplied with a copy of this Constitution 

ALTERATION TO THE CONSTITUTION This Constitution may be rescinded or amended or waived by a resolution passed at a Special Meeting of which proper notice shall have been given to all members, by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting. 
Draft date: 2nd Feb 2012 
Amended:  16th Feb 2012 & 24th March 2012

Chair :      Ron Reid

Treasurer: Ron Reid

Vice Chair: Manjit Bhogal
Secretary:  Manjit Bhogal
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